
MESSAGE 
 
Occasion   : Morning Worship / Sunday Lighthouse Coming Together (Afternoon) 
There   : Able to Do Abundantly with Thanksgiving 
Venue   : OnLine Live Streaming 
Date   : May 22, 2011 / May 26, 2013 / April 28, 2019 / August 2, 2020 
 
TITLE   : HIS PURPOSE 
Text/s   :   
 
Mark 6:45-52 
45 And straightway he constrained his disciples to get into the ship, and to go to the other side before unto 
Bethsaida, while he sent away the people. 
46 And when he had sent them away, he departed into a mountain to pray. 
47 And when even was come, the ship was in the midst of the sea, and he alone on the land. 
48 And he saw them toiling in rowing; for the wind was contrary unto them: and about the fourth watch of 
the night he cometh unto them, walking upon the sea, and would have passed by them. 
49 But when they saw him walking upon the sea, they supposed it had been a spirit, and cried out: 
50 For they all saw him, and were troubled. And immediately he talked with them, and saith unto them, 
Be of good cheer: it is I; be not afraid. 
51 And he went up unto them into the ship; and the wind ceased: and they were sore amazed in themselves 
beyond measure, and wondered. 
52 For they considered not the miracle of the loaves: for their heart was hardened. 
  
Matt 14:22-32 
22 And straightway Jesus constrained his disciples to get into a ship, and to go before him unto the other 
side, while he sent the multitudes away. 
23 And when he had sent the multitudes away, he went up into a mountain apart to pray: and when the 
evening was come, he was there alone. 
24 But the ship was now in the midst of the sea, tossed with waves: for the wind was contrary. 
25 And in the fourth watch of the night Jesus went unto them, walking on the sea. 
26 And when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were troubled, saying, It is a spirit; and they 
cried out for fear. 
27 But straightway Jesus spake unto them, saying, Be of good cheer; it is I; be not afraid. 
28 And Peter answered him and said, Lord, if it be thou, bid me come unto thee on the water. 
29 And he said, Come. And when Peter was come down out of the ship, he walked on the water, to go to 
Jesus. 
30 But when he saw the wind boisterous, he was afraid; and beginning to sink, he cried, saying, Lord, 
save me. 
31 And immediately Jesus stretched forth his hand, and caught him, and said unto him, O thou of little 
faith, wherefore didst thou doubt? 
32 And when they were come into the ship, the wind ceased. 
 
John 6:16-21 
16 And when even was now come, his disciples went down unto the sea, 
17 And entered into a ship, and went over the sea toward Capernaum. And it was now dark, and Jesus was 
not come to them. 
18 And the sea arose by reason of a great wind that blew. 
19 So when they had rowed about five and twenty or thirty furlongs, they see Jesus walking on the sea, and 
drawing nigh unto the ship: and they were afraid. 
20 But he saith unto them, It is I; be not afraid. 
21 Then they willingly received him into the ship: and immediately the ship was at the land whither they 
went 
 
Bible Reading : 
 
Ps 107:23-30 
23 They that go down to the sea in ships, that do business in great waters; 
24 These see the works of the Lord, and his wonders in the deep. 
25 For he commandeth, and raiseth the stormy wind, which lifteth up the waves thereof. 
26 They mount up to the heaven, they go down again to the depths: their soul is melted because of trouble. 



27 They reel to and fro, and stagger like a drunken man, and are at their wits' end. 
28 Then they cry unto the Lord in their trouble, and he bringeth them  
out of their distresses. 
29 He maketh the storm a calm, so that the waves thereof are still. 
30 Then are they glad because they be quiet; so he bringeth them unto their desired haven. 
KJV 
 
Song/s   : 
 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
 
A) The setting 

 
The place was Tiberias (John 6:23).   
 
John 6:23 
23 (Howbeit there came other boats from Tiberias nigh unto the place where they did eat bread, after 
that the Lord had given thanks:) 
KJV 
 
John 6:1 
6 After these things Jesus went over the sea of Galilee, which is the sea of Tiberias. 
KJV 
 
It was only after a great miracle, the feeding of the 5,000 men.   
 
Matt 14:14-24 
14 And Jesus went forth, and saw a great multitude, and was moved with compassion toward them, and 
he healed their sick. 
15 And when it was evening, his disciples came to him, saying, This is a desert place, and the time is 
now past; send the multitude away, that they may go into the villages, and buy themselves victuals. 
16 But Jesus said unto them, They need not depart; give ye them to eat. 
17 And they say unto him, We have here but five loaves, and two fishes. 
18 He said, Bring them hither to me. 
19 And he commanded the multitude to sit down on the grass, and took the five loaves, and the two 
fishes, and looking up to heaven, he blessed, and brake, and gave the loaves to his disciples, and the 
disciples to the multitude. 
20 And they did all eat, and were filled: and they took up of the fragments that remained twelve 
baskets full. 
21 And they that had eaten were about five thousand men, beside women and children. 
22 And straightway Jesus constrained his disciples to get into a ship, and to go before him unto the other 
side, while he sent the multitudes away. 
23 And when he had sent the multitudes away, he went up into a mountain apart to pray: and when the 
evening was come, he was there alone. 
24 But the ship was now in the midst of the sea, tossed with waves: for the wind was contrary. 
KJV 
 
Mark 6:34-44 
34 And Jesus, when he came out, saw much people, and was moved with compassion toward them, 
because they were as sheep not having a shepherd: and he began to teach them many things. 
35 And when the day was now far spent, his disciples came unto him, and said, This is a desert place, 
and now the time is far passed: 
36 Send them away, that they may go into the country round about, and into the villages, and buy 
themselves bread: for they have nothing to eat. 
37 He answered and said unto them, Give ye them to eat. And they say unto him, Shall we go and buy 
two hundred pennyworth of bread, and give them to eat? 
38 He saith unto them, How many loaves have ye? go and see. And when they knew, they say, Five, and 
two fishes. 
39 And he commanded them to make all sit down by companies upon the green grass. 
40 And they sat down in ranks, by hundreds, and by fifties. 



41 And when he had taken the five loaves and the two fishes, he looked up to heaven, and blessed, and 
brake the loaves, and gave them to his disciples to set before them; and the two fishes divided he 
among them all. 
42 And they did all eat, and were filled. 
43 And they took up twelve baskets full of the fragments, and of the fishes. 
44 And they that did eat of the loaves were about five thousand men. 
KJV 
 
Mark 6:45-46 
45 And straightway he constrained his disciples to get into the ship, and to go to the other side before 
unto Bethsaida, while he sent away the people. 
46 And when he had sent them away, he departed into a mountain to pray. 
KJV 
 
Even before this event, the Lord had shown the disciples his power through many miracles.  In fact, this 
was towards the end of the 2nd year of the ministry of Christ.  By now, the disciples would have seen 
many glorious and wondrous working…enough for them to have a stable trust on Him, enough to return a 
an sincere and undoubted obedience. 

  
Across the Sea of Galilee was some 7 to 10 miles of travel.  Towards the fourth watch (3-6AM), they 
were just about 6 kms from where they started.  The wind was contrary and the waves were high.  
Christ was not with them. 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 

 
B) What happened with the Lord constrained them (insisted) to go across towards Bethsaida 
  

Mark 6:45-51 
45 And straightway he constrained his disciples to get into the ship, and to go to the other side before 
unto Bethsaida, while he sent away the people. 
46 And when he had sent them away, he departed into a mountain to pray. 
47 And when even was come, the ship was in the midst of the sea, and he alone on the land. 
48 And he saw them toiling in rowing; for the wind was contrary unto them: and about the fourth watch 
of the night he cometh unto them, walking upon the sea, and would have passed by them. 
49 But when they saw him walking upon the sea, they supposed it had been a spirit, and cried out: 
50 For they all saw him, and were troubled. And immediately he talked with them, and saith unto 
them, Be of good cheer: it is I; be not afraid. 
51 And he went up unto them into the ship; and the wind ceased: and they were sore amazed in 
themselves beyond measure, and wondered. 
KJV 
 
Matt 14:22-33 
22 And straightway Jesus constrained his disciples to get into a ship, and to go before him unto the other 
side, while he sent the multitudes away. 
23 And when he had sent the multitudes away, he went up into a mountain apart to pray: and when the 
evening was come, he was there alone. 
24 But the ship was now in the midst of the sea, tossed with waves: for the wind was contrary. 
25 And in the fourth watch of the night Jesus went unto them, walking on the sea. 
26 And when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were troubled, saying, It is a spirit; and 
they cried out for fear. 
27 But straightway Jesus spake unto them, saying, Be of good cheer; it is I; be not afraid. 
28 And Peter answered him and said, Lord, if it be thou, bid me come unto thee on the water. 
29 And he said, Come. And when Peter was come down out of the ship, he walked on the water, to go to 
Jesus. 



30 But when he saw the wind boisterous, he was afraid; and beginning to sink, he cried, saying, Lord, 
save me. 
31 And immediately Jesus stretched forth his hand, and caught him, and said unto him, O thou of little 
faith, wherefore didst thou doubt? 
32 And when they were come into the ship, the wind ceased. 
33 Then they that were in the ship came and worshipped him, saying, Of a truth thou art the Son of  
God. 
KJV 
 
John 6:16-21 
16 And when even was now come, his disciples went down unto the sea, 
17 And entered into a ship, and went over the sea toward Capernaum. And it was now dark, and Jesus 
was not come to them. 
18 And the sea arose by reason of a great wind that blew. 
19 So when they had rowed about five and twenty or thirty furlongs, they see Jesus walking on the sea,  
and drawing nigh unto the ship: and they were afraid. 
20 But he saith unto them, It is I; be not afraid. 
21 Then they willingly received him into the ship: and immediately the ship was at the land whither they  
went. 
KJV 
 

John 6:16-21 
16 Now when evening came, His disciples went down to the sea,  
17 got into the boat, and went over the sea toward Capernaum. And it was already dark, and Jesus 
had not come to them.  
18 Then the sea arose because a great wind was blowing.  
19 So when they had rowed about three or four miles, they saw Jesus walking on the sea and 
drawing near the boat; and they were afraid.  
20 But He said to them, "It is I; do not be afraid."   
21 Then they willingly received Him into the boat, and immediately the boat was at the land where 
they were going.  
NKJV 

  
1) When the Lord made them to go across, they suddenly found themselves to be in the midst of 

distress. 
 

• They wind became contrary. 
• They became tossed with the waves. 
• They could not progress.  Not for 9 hours. 
• Darkness overtook them. 
• As a result… 

o They felt alone 
o They became fearfull 
o They lost their sense of direction 
o The lost their sense of recognition. 

 
When we think that since it was the Lord Who made them go across, we tend to think He should 
at least 
 
• That He should be with us. 
• That He should give us a good passage.  To give us success.  For Him to take all obstacles away 

we can reach the other side.  In this case, we also tend to think that the other side is the only 
reason why we were made to go across. 

• That He owes us something since we obeyed.  This gives us the right to ask, even demand and 
put conditions on Him. 
 

 
2) When our hearts are hardened and we do not have understanding, we tend to lose grasp of His 

purpose. 
 
Mark 6:52 
52 For they considered not the miracle of the loaves: for their heart was hardened. 



KJV  
 

Mark 6:52 
52 For they failed to consider or understand [the teaching and meaning of the miracle of] the 
loaves; [in fact] their hearts had grown callous [had become dull and had lost the power of 
understanding].  
AMP 

 
Note that they had 12 baskets full.  They became void of understanding the very meaning of the 
miracle…  
 
John 6:11-16 
11 And Jesus took the loaves; and when he had given thanks, he distributed to the disciples, and the 
disciples to them that were set down; and likewise of the fishes as much as they would. 
12 When they were filled, he said unto his disciples, Gather up the fragments that remain, that 
nothing be lost. 
13 Therefore they gathered them together, and filled twelve baskets with the fragments of the five 
barley loaves, which remained over and above unto them that had eaten. 
14 Then those men, when they had seen the miracle that Jesus did, said, This is of a truth that 
prophet that should come into the world. 
15 When Jesus therefore perceived that they would come and take him by force, to make him a 
king, he departed again into a mountain himself alone. 
KJV 
 
Mark 6:41-45 
41 And when he had taken the five loaves and the two fishes, he looked up to heaven, and blessed, 
and brake the loaves, and gave them to his disciples to set before them; and the two fishes divided 
he among them all. 
42 And they did all eat, and were filled. 
43 And they took up twelve baskets full of the fragments, and of the fishes. 
44 And they that did eat of the loaves were about five thousand men. 
KJV 
 
Matt 14:19-22 
19 And he commanded the multitude to sit down on the grass, and took the five loaves, and the two 
fishes, and looking up to heaven, he blessed, and brake, and gave the loaves to his disciples, and 
the disciples to the multitude. 
20 And they did all eat, and were filled: and they took up of the fragments that remained twelve 
baskets full. 
21 And they that had eaten were about five thousand men, beside women and children. 
KJV 
 
 

3) When the Lord came, they realized a number of things: 
 
• His Words became their cheer 
• Hardened hearts are changed. 
• Fear is overcome. 
• True worship begin. 
• They reach the shore. 

 
 

Charles Spurgeon writes: 
 
Changeful experience often leads the anxious believer to enquire "Why is it thus with me?" I looked for 
light, but lo, darkness came; for peace, but behold trouble. I said in my heart, my mountain standeth 
firm, I shall never be moved. Lord, thou dost hide Thy face, and I am troubled. It was but yesterday that 
I could read my title clear; to-day my evidences are bedimmed, and my hopes are clouded. Yesterday I 
could climb to Pisgah's top, and view the landscape o'er, and rejoice with confidence in my future 
inheritance; to-day, my spirit has no hopes, but many fears; no joys, but much distress. Is this part of 
God's plan with me? Can this be the way in which God would bring me to heaven? Yes, it is even so. 
The eclipse of your faith, the darkness of your mind, the fainting of your hope, all these things are 



but parts of God's method of making you ripe for the great inheritance upon which you shall soon 
enter. These trials are for the testing and strengthening of your faith—they are waves that wash you 
further upon the rock—they are winds which waft your ship the more swiftly towards the desired 
haven. According to David's words, so it might be said of you, "so He bringeth them to their desired 
haven." By honour and dishonour, by evil report and by good report, by plenty and by poverty, by joy 
and by distress, by persecution and by peace, by all these things is the life of your souls maintained, and 
by each of these are you helped on your way. Oh, think not, believer, that your sorrows are out of God's 
plan; they are necessary parts of it. "We must, through much tribulation, enter the kingdom." Learn, 
then, even to "count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations." 
 

"O let my trembling soul be still, 
And wait Thy wise, Thy holy will! 
I cannot, Lord, Thy purpose see, 

Yet all is well since ruled by Thee." 
 
(from Spurgeon's Morning & Evening, PC Study Bible formatted electronic database Copyright © 1999, 
2003, 2006 by Biblesoft, Inc. All rights reserved.) 

 
 

4) When we are converted, we appreciate what Peter says… 
 
Luke 22:31-32 
31 And the Lord said, Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath desired to have you, that he may sift you as 
wheat: 
32 But I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not: and when thou art converted, strengthen thy 
brethren. 
KJV 
 
 
• He settled their faith 

 
1 Peter 5:8-10 
8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, 
seeking whom he may devour: 
9 Whom resist stedfast in the faith, knowing that the same afflictions are accomplished in your 
brethren that are in the world. 
10 But the God of all grace, who hath called us unto his eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after that 
ye have suffered a while, make you perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle you. 
KJV 
 
 

• He took away their fear 
 
1 Peter 4:12-13 
12 Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some 
strange thing happened unto you: 
13 But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ's sufferings; that, when his glory shall be 
revealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding joy. 
KJV 
 
1 Peter 1:5-9 
5 Who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the 
last time. 
6 Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness through 
manifold temptations: 
7 That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it 
be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus 
Christ: 
8 Whom having not seen, ye love; in whom, though now ye see him not, yet believing, ye 
rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory: 
9 Receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of your souls. 
KJV 



 
 

• He dealt with their hardened heart 
 
1 Peter 1:13-14 
13 Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and hope to the end for the grace that is 
to be brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ; 
14 As obedient children, not fashioning yourselves according to the former lusts in your 
ignorance: 
KJV 
 
 

• He gave them courage for the work 
 
2 Peter 3:4-10 
4 And saying, Where is the promise of his coming? for since the fathers fell asleep, all things 
continue as they were from the beginning of the creation. 
5 For this they willingly are ignorant of, that by the word of God the heavens were of old, and 
the earth standing out of the water and in the water: 
6 Whereby the world that then was, being overflowed with water, perished: 
7 But the heavens and the earth, which are now, by the same word are kept in store, reserved 
unto fire against the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men. 
8 But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day is with the Lord as a thousand 
years, and a thousand years as one day. 
9 The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is 
longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to 
repentance. 
10 But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass 
away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the 
works that are therein shall be burned up. 
KJV 
 
 

• He secured and brought them across 
 
2 Peter 3:11-13 
11 Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, what manner of persons ought ye to be 
in all holy conversation and godliness, 
12 Looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day of God, wherein the heavens being on 
fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat? 
13 Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein 
dwelleth righteousness. 
KJV 

 
 
Consider: 
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